December 22, 1011

His Wxcellency
The French Ambassador
French Embasey
Weshington, D.C,
My dear Mr, Ambassador

\‘;-

The fTiret Vieiting French Profesaori
appointed in accordence with the formel arrangement
recently entered into between Columbie Yniversity and

the Univereity of Parie, hes Just completed hie period
ofservice and returned to ¥rance.

It is approprieste that I should
express 1o you cur profound setisfacticrn &t the asupicious
beginning of what we truet will be an increasingly
important movement to bind together the intellectual
and academic 1ife of ¥rance und the United States.

Mr. lLenson wus the happieslt poseible
cholice tou insugurate thie undertsking. Thne scope and
profoundity of hie scliclarship, the brilliancy of hise
expositione and the charm of hie personality united to
give greet distinction to his presence amcng us.

You will ve interested tc know that

¥. lanson, while at Columuvia, delivered two stated
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academic lectures weekly on The Development of Thought
in the French Literature of the Eighteenth Century; and,
in addition, conducted one seminar, or practical exeréise,
weekly on The Methods &«f HExpression and Study d the
Texte of'the Great French Writers of the Eighteenth
Century. it is needless to say that sll of his work
wag performed with remarkavle ability and effectigameee.

Moreover, during the ten weeks of his etay in
America, ne utelivered aboutl fqrty public lectures before
various inetit@tiOﬁa of learning, c¢lubs, egocieties and
other orgenizalions. Uf these, 8iX cofetitut&d &
courege of unugu&l importance vefore the ILowell Institute
of Boston. in fect, I fear that M. lanson waeg almost
touo genercueg in accepting these invétationa enc that,
perhaps, ne fatigued himself unduly by so doing.
Among the universities that he visited were Johne lopkins,
Yale, Harvard, Cornell, lichigean, Pittsburg, ase well as
Wellesley and Smith of the colleges Tor women.

1t cannot ve doubted, therefare, that the
end that wee in view in establishing this new professorial
exchange Letween France and American has been appreciably
accomplished by the extraordinary, successful activity
of M. jla&nson.
¥ith higheet regard and greetings for the New

Year to Madam Jusserand and yourself, 1 am

Sincerely yours,
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